
Big History Project
Gatsby Tea Talk 

Ben Huh?



Big History
• History of everything - 13.8 Billion years 

• Life, the universe, everything 

• Broader historical questions by zooming out  

• Merge of cosmology, geology, biology, social science, literature, 
physics 

• How did we get here?  

• How does order arise from disorder? 

• Growing Complexities  

• Requires Goldilocks Condition
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WHAT IS BIG HISTORY?
A social studies course covering 13.8 billion years of shared history. 
Big History weaves evidence and insights from many disciplines across 13.8 billion years into a single, 
cohesive, science-based origin story. The concept arose from a desire to go beyond specialized and self-
contained fields of study to grasp history as a whole. Big History explores how we are connected to everything 
around us and where we may be heading. It provides a foundation for thinking about the future and the 
changes that are reshaping our world.
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WHAT IS THE BIG HISTORY PROJECT?

A collaborative effort to create a Big History course for teachers everywhere. 
• Complete, free curriculum including assessments, lessons, and hundreds of diverse content items. 

• A website that provides easy access to course materials for educators and students. 

• Training and professional development opportunities. 

• Active community of “Big Historians” to keep the course fresh, impactful, and connected. 

• Advocacy organization to support schools and districts seeking to deploy the course.



Threshold events
• Big bang 

• Stars light up 

• New Chemical Elements 

• Earth & the Solar system 

• Life on Earth 

• Human Race 

• Agriculture 

• The Modern Revolution
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Threshold events



Big History

• Divide Big History into eight thresholds —  Major 
events 

• creates something completely new 

• Requires Goldilocks Condition
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WHO IS BEHIND THE BIG HISTORY PROJECT?

Experts / Guest Lecturers 
Broad range of experts on cutting edge of their fields – Walter Alvarez, Janna Levin, Skip Gates, John 
Green, and many more share their perspectives throughout the course 

University of Michigan 
Research partner: Manages student data (always anonymous!) and  drives course strategy  

Teachers and Schools  
The engine behind BHP: The course is built in conjunction with a core set of pilot schools, both public and 
independent

David Christian and Bill Gates  
David  Christian was one of the pioneers of Big History, and his college-level course inspired Bill Gates to 
explore a collaboration designed to bring Big History to high school students everywhere. 
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• https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home

https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home

